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J JAM obliged to introduce the following little 
{ 1 eee by a ſhort Preface, A 
Reaſons ; one of which is, to explain why ſome 
Things are ſpoke of as to come, that are really paſt, 
owing to the Remarks thereon having been made 
fome Time ago, but the Publication deferred until 
the Meeting of the Parliament, yet in no Senſe 
neceſſary to be altered, as the Thoughts concerning 
them appear to be right, and connect properly with 

A the Sequel, 1 

One other is, that I did not chuſe to interrupt 
too much the Courſe of the Reaſoning, by the In- 
tervention of Figures, which are apt to puæxle 
ſome Sort of Readers, and break the Thread of the 
Diſcourſe. Intending at firſt to have given a 
compleat Table of the State of the Expences of the 
„ laſt and preſent Wars, but finding that already 
I done, and in every Body's Hands who are ſuppoſe | 
o read political Tracts, I have only illuſtrated the 
moſt important Part of the following Argument, 
by exhibiting to the Reader's View three Articles, 
which, I hope, will be ſufficient to open their Eyes, 
both as to the Wiſdom ana Honeſty of the preſent 
==, independent of their other C m_ 
1 _ = "Ton 
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The Principles I have calculated upon, I con- 
teiĩve to be very fair ; the firſt ſeven Years of 


Queen Anne's War, ſet againſt an equal Number 
ly explained, and the Fuſtice done the Nation haps 
Pilh illuſtrated. The Concluſion to be made there- 
from is in every. Man's own Breaſt, . and, while 
they can condeſcend to think ſuch Proceedings right, 
they are very welcome. to glorify the preſent 
M . and rejoice in their own Fh. 


The Expence of ſeven Years 


War 1740. to 1746. incluſive, 5 41 * c 


The fame of Queen Apne's 


War 1702, to 1708. incluftve, \ 3 , 736,281 


— 


— — 


e Reaſon of this will appear very evident- 


ly, when vie come to ſee the different Sums al- 


lowed for the ſame Articles. 


For 49,229 Men for the Land-) „8 
Series 3246. F 1,298,100, 

For 50,000 Ditto, far Dim 3, 
r 


of the Tale whereby our Frugality is ſuſficient- 


1,063,734 


—— +. 


The PREFACE. 7 


# he Difference beſides 771 Men 3 3 
more, 'F 2245⁵8 66 
The 8 4 the RO ws . I 198,048 
T he ſamo . 1706. 120,000 
1 85 Difference | B48 
To 88 for the Land Ser- x, 
vice for the Year 1746. exclu- 4 kN. 
ſive of an Allowance for extra- 173,777 
ordinary Charges of 246, 542 e 
L. the Sum of | 8 
To the ſame for 1706. 128 000 
4 3 VVV Difference | 55777 


Tam » afbaned to trouble the 1 with any 
more - when the annual Difference on theſe 
three only, if the whole was thrown in, would 
amount to above 5oO, ooo L. For the Truth on 
both Sides J refer to the Votes of the Houſe of 


People in Power will own my Account very much 
in their Favour, This eſtabliſhes the Point I am 
diming at by the following Treatiſe, which is in- 
© tended to fhew, that a Peace cannot be in any Senſe 


the Defra of the French Trade, and the com- 
manding 


- C ONmons, and believe the warmeſt Advocates of 


w, neceſſary, i the Military did their Duty on the 
one *Part, and the Civil on the other ; beſides 


— —— — 3 — 
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vi The PREFACE. Z 
ananding a Peace on our own Terms, I think it may 
be fairh concluded, that, notwithſtanding the extra- 
ordinary Expences occaſioned by the Rebellion, &c. 
we had been, at the Concluſion of the laſt Year, 
8,000,000 L. leſs in Debt, which will ſtill grow 
upon us ſurpriſmgly, when, for Want of having 
done what might juſtly be expected, little leſs 1s 
now to be raiſed extraordinary every Year ; and if \ \ ! 
T Twas to ſhew this in its true Dreſs, fully calcy- 
lated, and had remarked, that four of the laſt ſeven 
Years Expence was on account of a Spaniſh Var 
only, it would ſtill appear more aſtoniſhing what is 

become of all the Money. But as I hope that Twill 

be one Day conſidered in a proper Place, I don't 

chuſe at preſent to give it the higheſt Colouring I 

am capable of, leſt I ſpould ſeem to prejudge thoſe, 
who, I hope, will not be long unjudged, for their q 
own Sales, as well as that of the Nation's. | 
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state of the Nation, Sc. 


S1, 


HE Fate of ths land, as well as of all 
Europe, is now Fwiltly approaching 1 to- 
wards its Criſis, and the Conjuncture 
ſo critically nice, as requires, in a very extraor- 
dinary Manner, not only yours, but the Care 
and Attention of every honeſt Man in your 
Houſe. In a Word, ſomething is to be — | 

exquiſitely bold and ſtrikin g, ſomething that 
will give the higheſt Eclat to our Arms, the 
greateſt Glory to our Actions, or we are ine- 
vitably undone. This, Sir, is my Buſineſs to 
ſhew from indiſputable Facts, ſuch Facts as are 
as clear as Light to the Underſtanding of every 

Reader, that are known to be true, as ſoon as 

exhibited, and the Inferences therefrom juſt, 

natural and ealy ; ſuch as every Men will make 
that reflects, and acknowledge the Inſtant he 
cConſiders. 


I preſume that Nobody will diſpute with 


me, that there is a wide Difference between 


beggin g and commanding a Peace, or that a 
Peace 
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1 "I 
Peace can be commanded where the War is 
not wiſely conducted, both as to the Civil and 
Military. In the firſt, by throwing Money 
idly away on uſeleſs or worthleſs People; in 
the laſt, by employing Men without Merit, 
Co barafter or Honour. In the firſt Caſe, Money 

will always be wanted for the Exigencies of the 

State; Want increaſes Want, Neceſſit ty heightens 

| Intereſt; Debts improve upon Debts, and the 
Nation, from commanding Money at what In- 
rereſt they pleaſe to give, muſt be reduced to 
take it on the Terms of thoſe who are willing 
to lend, whoſe Views are to grow immenſely 
rich on the common Ruin. | 
| The employing of Men not judiciouſly ſuit- 
ed to the End aimed at, muſt produce Diſap- } | \ 
pointments ; Diſappointments uſeleſs Expence ; 
a parallel Evil to that of giving Money away 
to worthleſs People in the civil Branch, and to- 
gether be followed by ſuch fatal Conſequences 
as I tremble to recount. 
I am the more concerned to mention this by 
Way of Introduction, as I find. the Genius of 
the Nation well inclined to remedy ſuch Diſ- » | 
orders in a calm and gentle Manner, and to | 
exert itſelf, at this tender Conjuncture, for the 
univerſal Welfare. The natural Britifh Spirit 
is ready to break its Bounds, and wants nothing 
but a Man of true Fire at the Head of Affairs 3 
to give it Vent, and to let it ruſh with _ rs | 
genial Fury on the Houſe of Bourbon. © . - 
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As Affairs are circumſtanced, the Enemies of 
his Majeſty, and of the Conſtitution, both at 


Fome and. Abroad, lay a great Streſs on the Diffi- 


culties we muſt ſoon be driven to, if our Plan of 
Conduct. be not immediately altered. They 
examine into, and ſee clearly this Courſe cannot 
hold long; and thereupon build their Hopes of 
our being preſently in a State of Confuſion. It 
is therefore not only neceſſary, but abſolutely 
diſhoneft in any Man, who has it in his Power, 
not to ſhew the dangerous Situation we are in; 
that the ſame may be ferioufly conſidered by e- 
very honeſt Briton, laid cloſe to his Heart, and 
the Means towards a Remedy purfued with 
Courage and Addreſs. Bok 


Cm 


There has been a Neceſſity, through the 
Courſe of this War, to advance fome Millions 
annualty above what was neceſſary in Times 
of Peace; had double the Sum been raiſed, fo 
a fuitable Spirit and Rectitude had attended it, 
we had certainly been Gainers. The Deftruc- 
tion of the French Trade and Shipping muſt 
have been followed with the Riſe of our own, 


and had amply anſwered our Expences, as well 


as commanded a Peace. We for fome "Time 
ated very briskly, and then of a fudden, one 
can hardly telt how, or why, we fell into a 
Kind of Lethargy ; and, inftead of improving 
the foreward Spirit of the People, as our Allies 
got Ground, - the Genius of Britain drooped, 
and-we ſunk into an infamous Fawning on the 
2 French 
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when Money was wanting, it would not be 


is a judicious Inference drawn from a bad Prin- 
ciple, and diſhonourable Means proſecuted to 
bury bad Conduct in Oblivion. 5 


niſterial Cant diffuſed among the W with 


of their bad Management is thrown upon thoſe 
who write in favour of the Publick, which 


cluſion is, that ſuch 
on, and aid the Enemies of the State. If it 
be retorted upon them, that they are the only 
Enemies of the State, they would be very an- 
fd, yet, as we are coming to Facts, I am a- 
raid it will be found too true. 


State who undertake Poſts they are incapable 
of executing, that ſquander away the publick 


are only fit for Places as being their Friends. 


— 
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remark the Errors of the Adminiſtration, and 
1 aim to amend them, becauſe ſuch being amend- 
iq ed makes the State ſecure. _ . 
The Money neceſſary ſor the Service of the 
Year 1746. was 7,063,352 L. 17 9. This ap- 
Sol} , 0” 


French for Pea . * th 
French for Peace; tearing, 1 ſuppoſe, that 
wy 


readily granted, until the Application of what 
had been given was fairly accompted for. Here 


There is, Sir, a Kind of new Whim or mi- 
oreat Art and Induſtry. All the Conſequences 


they call writin againf them, and their Con- 
riters encourage Rebelli- 


Ill T conceive thoſe to be the Enemies to the 


Money, or employ People in the Service, who 


They are Friends to the Adminiſtration who 


yy 5 1 
pears by the Votes of the Houſe, and there- 
fore needs no Proof. 1 5 
The Money neceſſary for the Service of 
the Year 1747. I conceive, will be at leaſt 
10,500,000. Thus, | | 3 
bs, the Service of 1747. _ 7,063,352 
Jo keep down the Navy Debt 
i — ntereſt, q : 7 000000 
Io make good the civil Liſt, 7o0o, oo at 
The Expences of the Rebellion, Foo, ooo 


Lecce Bam t 200900 
To _ — of the Court- d _—— 
To a Vote of Credit | + 500,000 

\ SS 
10,363,352 


The Money for the neceſſary: Service of 
the War muſt be rais d, but if it is not well 
conducted, the Deficiencies will rife by Degrees 

to ſo enormous a Sum, that even Seven Milli- 
ons won't anſwer the current Service in Time 
of Peace, nor perhaps double that Sum in a fu- 

ture War, If the Civil Liſt requires 700,000 
L. to make it good now, I need not tell Men 
accuſtomed to calculate what muſt inevitably 
follow. The Intereſt on that Sum will be 
large, there will be more Deficiencies every 
Year, and, if ſupplied, as muft neceſſarily be 
the Caſe, more Intereſt upon that; this Increaſe 
of both Principal and Intereſt .muſt lead us — bs 
We on 
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yand our Bearings, as the Seamen's Phraſe is, 


Burden too that has nothing to do with either 
Mar or Peace. Not a Debt created b , or for 


the publick Service, but to ruin and diſtract 


our Affairs. A proper Application of the Civil 
Liſt can never run us in Debt. Yet will this 
Debt, when created, be firſt made good, be- 


cauſè thoſe who created it, and thaſe on whom 1 
the Money has been ſquandered, and who ex- 


pect ſtill to be farther ſupplied, will certainly 
intereſt themſelves in the making of it good; 
the dangerous Conſequences naturally 11 

herefrom, Iam afraid, have not been conſider- 
ed with that Concern for the publick Welfare 
as might, at this critical Conjuncture, be ex- 
pected from Men whoſe Hearts are rather warm 
than active in the publick Service. For there 
is nothing truer, than that the Civil Liſt, ſub- 
ject to its proper Applications only, is very 
ſuſſiciently ſupplied, and in conſequence can- 
not be honeſtly in Debt, and if in Debt, it 
ought to be known why; then, if the Defici- 
ency appears to have been ſquandered, ſurely 


thoſe who have done it ought to ſupply it out 


of their own Eſtates; For what have the Pub- 
lick to do therewith? . 


From hence we fee the Neceſlity of accu- 


rately inſpecting into the Deficiency of the 


Civil Ziſt, which we ought not to make good, 


nals it eyidently-appears to have ariſen merely 


EA | | from i 


and conſequently ſink us under the Burden; a | 


Fran ens WF 


ulting 


F 

from the Funds deſtined to ſupport it: And 
even then, we hope, in theſe neceſſary expen- 
five: Times, that it will be ſhewn, that whas 
| has. ariſen has been only applied according to 

its Deſtination ; for as otherways it may only be 
amaſled to carry E- s, we may continue 
eternally in the idle Error, that the Sovereign 
nceds ſuch Aſſiſtance, though it may, and is, 
true enough with regard to Miniſters. And, 
to make them come to this Teſt, it is extreme- 
ly 822 that thoſe pecuniary Channels 
ſhould be dammed up, which, when flowing 
freely,. operate ſo much to the Prejudice of the 
Community. I would not be underſtood to 
mean by this, to ſtop any neceſſary Supplies for 
the carrying on of the War, badly conducted 
as it is, but fuch only as lead to miſchievous 
Ends, that contribute to looſen and enfeeble 
the Bands of Government, and prevent proper 
Meaſures being taken for raiſing our Reputati- 
on once more to its priſtine Luſtre. This, Sir, 
you will readily conceive, is not to be effected 
_ while the Morals of Men are to be played Tricks 

with, and thoſe in the Direction of Affairs 
want both Spirit and Judgment. A War, Sir, 
ought to be carried on like a War, not waver- 
ing between Earth and Heaven, not raiſed by 
vain Hopes, or cowed by idle Fears; Inſtabili- 
ty ſhews the Want of Judgment as well as Re- 
ſolution, and we ſeem to be aiming at a Peace 
on any Terms or determined Enemies will give 


i 
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it us, and of becoming their Slaves by playing 


the Fool with the War. And however it may 
be pretended that we want good Officers, both 
by Sea and Land, there is nothing truer than 
that no Nation ever wanted them, and this 


perhaps leſs than any, when right Meaſures | 
were taken to have them; when thoſe that be- 


have ill are broke without Ceremony, and 
| thoſe that behave well honoured and encouraged. 
A War, rightly conducted, can never hurt 
this Nation, becauſe we have in our own 
Hands the Power of ruining the Trade of our 


Adverſaries, and thereby raiſing of our own, 


which, in any War with the French, will pay 


the Expences, and did fo in this, till our neu- 


tral Conduct at Sea turned the Scale, leſſened the 
Number of our Privateers, and, by the oddeſt 
Management in the World, gave the Balance 
to the Enemy, who have done more with a 
few Ships, than we with all our Grand Fleet; 
at a Time too when our Allies by Land are 

making large Strides towards reducing the ex- 

orbitant Power of the Enemy. 

It is the common Pretence of Maniſters, 
when they ſucceed fuch as had confuſed the 
publick Affars, to ſay, that Matters ſo circum- 
ftanced are not readily fet right again : But 
what Pretence have they who force themſelves 
into Power, when Affairs are in a fine Train of 
Succeſs, and then murder and confonnd every 
Thing they meddle with? 


By 
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By the Treaty of Worms the Foundation 
was laid of driving the French and Spaniards. 
out of Italy, and, by the wiſe Conduct of our 


magnanimous Ally, it has had its Effect, in De- 
ſpight of Oppoſition and Ignorance. But our 


Naval Glory, at the ſame Time, is ſunk almoſt 
to nothing, the French, with three or four Men 
of War, commanding the Sea: Their Trade 

paſſes and repaſſes without Moleſtation; and 
one private Commander in the French Service, 


ſo poorly ſupported, could not only convoy 


his own Trade, in Oppoſition to a ſuperior 


Force, but likeways diſperſe ours, and ſeize 


their Convoy. The Privateers are almoſt all 


laid up, and, for any Uſe we find them of, ſo 
might our Men of War be too. Thus Igno- 
rance triumphs in this ill-fated Nation: And, 
while we have a Prince upon the Throne, as 
brave and as juſt as ever reigned, we don't find 


the Conduct of the War, on our Part, in any 


\ 


Senſe adequate to, or connecting with the 
warm and vigorous Meaſures —_ by our 
Allies. . ä 3 
To render this more apparent, if Matters ſo 
clear and obvious need be made more ſo, let us 
conſider the preſent State of our Navy, both 
civil and military, and what a fine Con- 


dition it is brought to in both Caſes, what it 


bas done, and what a terrible Debt it has 


created. 
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fie Number of Wo Skips aud Veſfels, 
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excluding Bomb-Veſſels, F re- Slips and 2 of 
Ships, te are, if the printed Lift be right, 21 1 for 
Thus, = | th: 
Ne tt Rates 1 . = 1 2 
HT 42d — 12 26 
3 — 4 to 
5 4th —— 65 . 8 ; | 6 111 
E.COLI WS 
, Sloops 2 th 
a — tw 
Om mw theſe we may preſume there are a- in 
* 150 employed, which, on an Average, an 
bave 300 Men each, the Sum total whereof | DI 
is 45,000, whereout 5000 may be allowed for | nc 
the Deficiences - in their Complements, and gr 
there remains only 40, ooo, the Number al- | D 
lotted to the current Service of the Vear; per- | co 
Haps leſs are employed. The Allowance by m 
Parliament is four Pounds a Man per Month, | qu 
which for 40,000 Men, including Wear, Tare, ob 
Victualling-Wages, and Ordinance- Stor cs, a- | / 
mounts, at thirteen Months to the Year, - to be 
4 2,080,000 L. Upon Navy Intereſt and non In- na 
tereſt Bills, above 800, ooo L. To the Officers | in 
an Men, on a random Calculation for 26 or 
Months Pay only, about 1 200, ooo. L. more; T x 


together about 2,000,000 * cs | 
The an 


1 | 
The French never employ above forty Men 
of War on the ſame Average, and if in them 
ſomewhat more Men, are not at more Expence 
than for a like Number of ours; their whole, at 
300 Men a Ship, is 12,000. amounting, for 
26 Months at four Pounds a Man per Month, 
to 1,248,000 L. So that their whole Expence 
in two Years is leſs by 752,000 L. than our 
Debt, beſides 4,160,000 L. allowed for the 
ſaid 26 Months by Parliament, the Difference 
{ therefore between their Expence and ours, in 
1 two Years, 1s 4,912,000 L. 
haut this is not all, the Navy Bills, after be- 
ing due ſix Months, pay 5 per Cent. Intereſt, 


and in the Interval carry, on an Average, a 


Diſcompt of 8 per Cent. This 8 per Cent. ſeems 
no Charge on the Government, but that is a 
great Miſtake ; for, as all People know of this 
Diſcompt, they will make their Contracts ac- 
cordingly, and therefore falls on the Govern- 
ment really, tho not apparently; the Conſe- 

quence whereof is a large accumulating Debt, 
obvious enough to the meaneſt Underſtanding. 
I muſt obſerve, that there is a neceſſary Sum, 
beſides all this, allowed annually for the Ordi- 
nary of the Navy, Repairs of Shipping, Oc. 
independent of the above; ſo that we are, up- 
on the Whole, running precipitately into a 
Debt that is morally impoſſible can ever be paid. 
The Reaſon of comparing with the French, 
and ſetting our 150 Ships againſt their 40, is 
- „ this; 


—— 
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this; they do more with their 40 than we do 
with our 150; convoy their Trade as fafely, 
and take more of our Ships than we do of 


theirs, conſequently have the better of us in 


Naval Affairs, by 2,4.56,000 Pounds Sterling a 
Year. And as I conceive we are, in one Shape 


or another, at as much Expence in the Land. 
Service as the French, it will follow, that we 


can either afford to ſpend 2, 456, ooo a Year 
more than they, beſides the great accumulating 
Debt, or, by the Methods we purſue, be inevi- 
tably ruined. J 


I don't pretend here to be exact in my Cal- 


culation, but am on the favourable Side of the 
Queſtion, having made great Allowances where 


leis were ſufficient. You will find, Sir, when 
the Accompts come before you, that, upon 


the Whole, they are but too true: And if you 


are, beſides, called upon to make good the civil 


Lift, there will be ſuch a Demand upon the 


Publick this Seſſion, as I believe you will con- 
ceive is not readily to be made good; and that 
will naturally lead you to conſider how this 


happens; whence it will evidently occur to 
you, that if our Naval Forces had done their 
Duty, been properly diſpoſed by thoſe who di- 
rected them, and thoſe employed duly active 
in their Stations, that this Increaſe of the pu- 


blick Debt had yet accrued, but then it had 


been balanced by the Ruin of the French Trade, 

and poflibly of their Navy. This would have 

paid the growing Debt amply enough ; when, 
| | as 


mM SS Te Se A 


| as it happens, the Cale is quite contrary, and 


we have this Debt with the Ruin of our own 
Trade. So that the Fault muſt not here be laid 
on the War, which is right, and what every 


i Body wiſhes to be vigorouſly continued, but 


on the Conduct of it, which is wrong, and 


which all hope will be duly conſidered. 
Mr. Conflans, the French Commodore, as ap- 


pears by his Journal in the Utrecht Gazette of 


the 22d of November, N. S. with the Terrible 
of 74 Guns, the Neptune of 74, the Alcyon of 
50, and the Glory of 46, convoyed from the 


| Road of Aix near Rochelle, the 29th of April 
laſt, 230 Merchant Ships for the Weſi-Inates. 


We find, ſoon afterwards, that, from another 
Part of the ſame Coaſt, not far. diſtant, the 
Duke D' Anville got off with the Fleet to A. 
merica, Mr. C ns convoyed his Fleet ſafe, 
and, returning with another Fleet in 7uly, fell 
in with five of our Men of War under Com- 
modore Lee, who never interrupted him. In 
Auguſt, with another Convoy, he fell in with 


Aamiral Davers's Squadron, which we ſince 


learn were under the Command of Commodore 
Mitchel, and they alſo very complaiſantly let 
him paſs. In September, the ſame French Of- 


| ficer fell in with our homeward-bound Leeward- 


Iſland Trade, took one of their Convoy, the 
Severn Man of War, and ſome of the Mer- 
chant Ships. The firſt letting of him paſs was 
owing to Negligence at Home, like as — 
0 Ep WAIC 
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Caſe of d — 8 The Conſe- 
uence was, that the French made good their 
Trade, and injured ours, with four Ships, which 
we could not, or rather did not do, on the o- 
ther Side, with perhaps four and Thirty. This 


has eſſentially to do with the accumulating Ex- 


2 for, at this Rate, we are running in 


ebt without Senſe or Meaning, though the 
Rectitude of the War as clear as ever; it is 


plainly, therefore, ' more neceſſary to change 


Jands than to make a bad Peace, The Spirit 
of the Nation is awake, and wants nothing but 


a ſuitable Genius, and real Skill to conduct it, 
in order to bring its Honour into ſome Kind of 
Repute, After what has been ſaid, you can- 
not help ſecing the Neceſlity of this, ſince, with 
700d Management, one Campaign more by 
2 will put the French on the Deſenſive e- 
very where, and good Conduct at Sea intirely 
knock up the French Trade to the Weſt-Indies, 
and render our Fleet truly formidable. The 
hanging half a Dozen Sea-Officers may poſſibly 
be a very meritorious Deed: And the obliging 
our Land- Admirals to retire to their Country- 


Seats, and direct the Navigation of their own 


Fiſh-Ponds, the moſt becoming Act in the 
World. This, Sir, puſhed with Vigour, will 
make a Britiſh Parliament revered, give that 


_ juſt Luftre-and Dignity to the Crown that the 
Majeſty of the Wearer merits, who reigns in 
the Heart of every honeſt Man in the Kingdom, 
and 
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and once more revive that Reputation and Fame 
which Britain has ever acquired when we 
were ſo happy as to have Men of Senſe in th 
Direction of publick Affairs. 

Our Situation will then be, that the Sove- 
reign will, in Effect, be his own Miniſter, his 
gallant Spirit will unite, act, and operate with 
thoſe he does the Honour, and the Nation the 
Juſtice to employ; and in that Light we can- 
not help thriving by the Var, and command- 
ing a happy Peace; a Peace as honourable as 


laſting ; a ſucceſsful "Trade, and an abundant 
Flow of Wealth ' - © 


In our rn we are ſuſpended between 
d Fears, trifling with a ar, and fool- 
ing with Negotiations; our Expences going 


Hope an 


on, and our Debts increaſing ; vainly labouring 
to acquire nothing, and fighting of Shadows. 


But, to bring all this Reaſoning into a nar- 


row Compaſs, you will be pleaſed, Sir, to 
conſider, that we have about three Millions to 
provide this Year more than the laſt; if we do 
not do it, we are only deceiving ourſelves ; if 
it were ſix we could bear it, nay, be Gainers 
with good Conduct ; but there mult be wiſe 
Meaſures purſued in the raiſing of it, and Pru- 


dence, Juſtice, and Honour, in the Diſpoſition. 
Our Fleet muſt be better governed, and better 
officered, our Trade better convoyed, and Skill 
and Reſolution appear through the Manage- 
ment of all our Affairs. I need not tell Jos 
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Sir, who they are whom the People wiſh: to 
| ſee at the Head of the Miniſtry, the Army, 


and the Navy: And, as the Affairs of Europe 


in general are in a vety hopeful Way, by the 


Progreſs of the Arms of our Allies on the Side 


of South France, I ſhould not in the leaſt doubt, 
that whenever his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
ſhall be appointed to command again in Flan- 
ders, but that we ſhall have as pleaſant a Pro- 
ſpect on that Side. The Trade of France can 
ſubſiſt no longer than till our Fleet is properly 


diſpoſed. I need not repeat again, that the 


Ruin of the French Trade will be the Improve- 
ment of our own ; but may add, that the Ad- 
vantage of improving our Commerce will not 
be the only Benefit reſulting therefrom, ſince 
on the French Trade, in a great Meaſure, de- 
pends the Support of their Armies by Land ; 


ſo that, in Reality, a right Judgment, in the 
Management of our Naval Affairs, is the Baſis 


whereon is built our Hopes of ending this Var 
| happily, and of getting out of Debt. But, 
Sir, -if we had-an Angel at the Head of Naval 
Affairs, if we had not as bright a Being at the 
Head of the Miniſtry too, to co-operate with 
him, all muſt end in nothing. The whole 
State, Sir, muſt be uniform, and of a Piece, as 


it was in that Part of the late Queen's Reign. 


when Marlborough triumphed. The Miniſter 
mult be above either Corruption or corrupting; 
he muſt know how to diſtinguiſh and encou- 

| rage 
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rage Men of Merit, and to have Virtue enough 
to deſpiſe thoſe little Arts that keep tottering 
Miniſters on their Legs ; he muſt give Penſions 
to none, and Places only to ſuch as can and 
will do their Duty in them: He muſt be in 
perfect Harmony with the chief Commanders 


| both by Sea and Land, ſupply them well, and 


leave them to their own Judgment as to their 
Conduct in their reſpective Stations, giving 
them every Information, but no Directions ; no- 
thing being clearer than that either they are not 
fit to command, or ought tobe abſolutely con- 
fided in, A high Station is a Bond ſufficient 
upon any wiſe Man, and it is the Miniſter's 
Fault if ſuch be not employed; the reſt ought 
to depend upon themſelves ; and Where ſuch 
are well choſen, and a ſtrict Harmony between 
them and the Miniſter, in all human Probabi- 
 lity Succeſs will follow. This, Sir, with the 
having our Taxes rightly adjuſted, and the pub- 
lick Money wiſely diſpoſed to the Uſe of the 
Publick only, I-can't help thinking muſt con- 
duce to the happy Event we wiſh, his Maje- 
ſty's Honout and Security, the Nation's Glory 
and Welfare, and the univerſal Happineſs of us 
all. I need not ſay how much it is in the Pow- 
er of you and your Colleagues to bring this 
Change about, that Britain may once more 
have the Direction of the Affairs of Europe, 
and ſhine _ — of Iſles an of the O- 
cean. 
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Power, than by their Actions and Purſuits. 
If theſe are ſteddy, equal and diſcerning, che 
Events flowing therefrom will be generally hap- 


py. I do not from hence conclude, that the 


wiſeſt Men are always ſucceſsful, though in 


the Conduct of the Affairs they undertake it 


will appear that they deſerved Succeſs. But 


it will not denote any Signs of Wiſdom, to be 
in one continued Error from the Beginning to 


the End of an Adminiſtration. 


Let us examine the Matter Point by Point. 


An Expedition is intended againſt France. For 


What? Why, to anſwer ſome eminent End; 
at leaſt the taking of Port L'Orient, and de- 
ſtroying the India Magazines, ec. For this Pur- 


poſe the Troops are marched down to Port/- 
mouth, and divert themſelves there all Summer. 


In the mean Time the French proſecute their 
Affairs in the Low Countries, and drive the A. 


lies out of Brabant, "The Expedition, then, was 


not to divert the French Forces from beating the 


Allies. They do their Buſineſs there, and put 


their Troops into Winter Quarters, which is no 


ſooner known that they can be well ſpared to 


march any where, but inſtantly the Fleet fails. | 


It is now the Autumnal Equinox, high Winds 


prevalent, more eſpecially in the Weſtern 


Quarter. they reach the Enemy's Coaſt, 
and land in an open Road about 5000 Men, 
march them away to take a fortified Town 
> 5 n without 


. There is no fairer Rule to judge of Men in 
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and again, where there is nothing material 
to meddle with, plunder few a Ferm-Houſes 
and Churches, and then return Home. 

Now, ſuppoſe this Expedition in Fact did 


not colt above 2 or 300,000 Pounds, for Tran- 


ſports, Proviſions, Grc. that Money, added to 
2 or 300,000 more given away to Stock- Job- 


bers, would have gone a great Way towards dic. 


charging the Navy Debt, and ſo of ſaving 
much Intereſt ; and the Fleet attending this Ex- 


porn properly diſpoſed, might have ſaved 


Leeward-1ſland Convoy, might have met Mr. 
Conflans's Squadron returning Home, and piek- 
ed up ſome of D' Auville's ſhattered Fleet. There 
Was plainly no End anſwered by this Expedi- 


tion, nor were they unfortunate in it; for T 


think, in Effect, no Body oppoſed them, nor, 
as good Luck would have it, the Winds neither. 
If it drew any Troops out of Flanders, it was 


inſignificant -at that Time; nor did it hinder 
others marching into Provence. So that what 
End it anſwered, or why it was ſent, remains 


a Myſtery, or rather had no Meaning at all. 
I believe we all agree it did no Good. It will 
follow then to examine, whether it did not do 


any Harm. 


The Honour of a Nation is one of its choiceſt 
Jewels, This gives it Figure, Dignity and In- 
fluence abroad, and is the Means of faving 
much Wealth, a” People really revercd 


are 


tum again to their Ships; 4 
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are ſeldom quarrelled 

Nations, whom all their Neighbours know en- 

ter into Wars without Syſtem, and undertake 

Enterpriſes without adjuſting the Means to the 
End, they 

Far with them, as well appriſed that no materi- 


al Evil can reſult therefrom : The Conſequence 


whereof is, that we mult either be eternally in a 
trifling War, or, what is as bad, an uncertain 
and unſtable Peace. A Nation's Honour is this, 
that Care be firſt taken in the making of Trea- 
ties, and then be as carefulnot to break them on 
any Conſiderations whatever. 
to enter into a War, to calculate and adjult e- 
very Thing in ſuch a Manner as to be morally 
ſure of carrying the Point aimed at. 
Light the Spaniſh War ought to have been puſh- 
ed with the utmoſt Vigour, or not entred into 
at all. Since the War has become more gene- 
ral, the Enemy ſhould certainly have been puſh- 


ed where weakeſt, inſtead of being played 


with where ſtrongeſt. The whole Coaſts of 
France and Spain have been hitherto unguard- 
ed, their Troops all drawn off into Flanders and 


Jah, and therefore obvious enough where 


they ought to have been attacked; but imma- 
ture Attempts, to this Purpoſe, are full as idle 
as diſhonourable. To have taken Port L'Ori- 
ent would have been carrying jan important 
Point, but the ſeeming to deſign it without 
Force ſufficignt, is ngt only the worlt Kind of 
. ; 5 Conduct, 


with willingly. But when 


will not regard the entring into a 


If neceſſitated 


In this 
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Conduct, as it relates to the Act itſelf, but alſo 
as it relates to the future, for hence Care will 
be taken to prevent even the Poſſibility of any 
future Succeſs, and thus have deſtroyed all af- 
ter Views, as well as murdered the preſent. 
1 Surely, then, an Expedition lo miſerably managed 
, had better been let alone, tho a juſter Deſign in 
{ ' general could never have been imagined. The. 
| conducting of right Deſigns wrongly, ſhews, 
in the ſtrongeſt Light that can be, the Want of 
7 Geniusand Ability in a Miniſtry. A Man can- 
not be queſtioned in his Underſtanding, when he 
makes Traverſes in walking over an untrodden 
Graſs-Field; but he muſt be blind indeed who 
cannot keep in a Path laid out for him. It is 
the ſame in State-Matters. There is a certain 
Courſe of Intricacies, which no Man can be ſure 
of ſteering ſteddily through. Inthe War he can- 
not anſwer for the Skill, Conduct and Courage 
of every Officer employed, no more than he can 
for the Wiſdom and Management of many of 
his civil Agents; but he can, when an impor- 
tant Point is to be carried, not only give a fair 
| Judgment of whom he ought principally to 
employ, and likeways take Care that he is ſuf- 
ſiciently furniſhed to ſucceed in his Enterpriſe ; 
if theſe are not done, an Enterpriſe becomes ri- 
diculous, the Nation is enfeebled and diſhonour- 
ed, and the Miniſter ſhewn to be unfit for his 
Station, "Theſe are a Kind of ſelf-evident Prin- 
ciples, which prove themſelves as ſoon as in- 
_ ſtanced, 
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by to try the Capacity of a Mimiſter; arid ſare- 
ly the kate Attempt on Port E Orient was an 


Experiment, with a Witneſs, as to the Manner 


wherein it was propoſed: to be executed, and 
may produce a ſevere Refentmert from our Ene- 


mies, ſof what indeed. we only ought to be 
lauglied at. e +5. | 


It is very plain, from hence, that the preſent 


Miniſters Capacity doth not ſhine in the Direc 


tion of Enterpriſes, It is plain, from what o- 


cuts. to. every Man's Underſtanding, that it 
don't ly in the Management of the Revenues, | 


either as to the improving, cheriſhing, or get- 
ting the Taxes properly in, it being but too no- 


torious that one third: Part, at leaſt; is loſt fon : 
Want of effectually deſtroying thoſe Gangs of if - 


Robbets, that purſue their wicked Courſes with 
Impunity, that make a Jeſt of the Law, and de- 
ſpiſe all Government; and, if there can be any 


Surplus raiſed at this critical Conjuncture, W 
have ſome Reafon to fear that it will be expen- 


ded no Way to the Honour or Intereſt of the 
Nation. Now, as theſe are the two material 


Points, whereon the reſt chiefly depend, and 


there. appears not even the Face of Conduct in 
either, What are we not to expect in conſe- 


guence, and this too at a Time when the fineſt 


Proſpect imaginable preſents, of making our- 
ſelves happy and eaſy for ever? If we cannot 


{ . 
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ſetkeeds; ated ute fherbfore- the true Feff when: 


get in Our old Faxes, new Ones naturally oc 


cur. Adtetelt riſes upon ee 
ly an unneceſſary Increaſe of our Debts, which 


ear only be remedied, as that merry Fellow 


who wrote the Plain Regſaner has paradoxical- 


y ſhewn, by putting a final Conclufion either 


to the wrong Means of raiſin 8 em, as now, 
er of general Bankrupcy. = . 
The preſent Notion of reducing; ſome Ex- 
pences will be far from anſwering the great End 
ef doing our Buſineſs as we ought, the ſaving 
of 20 or 30,000. L. a Year in one Article, 
while by one other we loſe ſome Hundred 


thouſand Pounds; and by a Third give as much 
away. The Specie carried out of the Kingdom 


by the Smuglers, and the Money given People 


who ought to be paid in another Coin, renders 


ſuch Sums as are to be ſaved Triffes: Nor, 


Were all the Whims and Inventions of Mankind, 


„ 1 new Taxes, executed, would they: 151 


any Sen 


e anſwer a. parallel Purpoſe, of raiſing 
whar the Law previouſly intitles us to, arid fav- 


ing what is unlawfully given away. So that 


we are really, by every neu Scheme, begin- 


ning at the wrong End, or rather going on from 


bad to worle, and while we are, as to foreign 
Affairs, in the fineſt Situation in the Wola, 


we are at Home feeding on our own Bowels, 


without Thought, Reflection, Compaſſion or 


Mercy; and this purely for Want of that com- 


mon Care, which the plaineſt Underſtandng 


in the World, with the Help of an ingenuous 
„ Mind, 


1 


Maſter of. . 5 
The Reaſon againſt it lies here. The pri- 
vate Intereſt of a few particular Men is to over- 
balance all Regards to the Honour, Welfare and 
Proſperity of the State; they muſt be ſupport- 
ed in Power at all Hazards, and Smuglers per- 
mitted in a Courſe of Plunder and Rapine, be- 
cauſe once in ſeven Years they can ſerve a par- 


ticular Intereſt. But I hope they won't pre- 


ſume to call this governing a Nation; it is mak- 
ing a Jeſt of all Government, and laughing 
atevery Thing that is juſt and facred, and there- 
fore ought to be conſidered, properly, by thoſe 


whoſe more immediate Buſineſs it is to conſider 


them, to rectify their Proceeding, and to give 
the Nation a fair Account of their Actions. 
We may ſubſiſt now, To-morrow, and next 


Day, under ſuch wild Conduct, but the Event 


muſt be evidently fatal. What Difficulties it 
has already put us under, and what Dangers 


brought us into, 1s but too obvious, not to in- 


timate the certain Conſequences of a Continu- 


ance ; and we cannot be rightly in our Senſes, 


and ſuffer ſuch Acts to be perpetuated, when it 
is ſo eaſily remedied, by employing better 
Friends to the Royal Family and to the Conſti- 
tution, with Abilities infinitely ſuperior. 


To you then, Sir, and to your Colleagues, | 


I appeal. I may fay, without Vanity, that 
the Nation appeals and demands your Aid, that 
not 


Mind, and an honeſt Heart, readily becomes 
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not only the publick 
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but the private Enemies 
of the State, the Fools as well as the Knaves, 
may be properly diſpoſed of, and Men of Skill, 


Penetration, Honour and Spirit, directing the 
Helm. Men lay up Eſtates for their Children, 


yet, at the ſame Time, by not conſidering this 
rightly, forget that they are really doing of no- 


thing, and are only amaſſing Wealth in the 
Clouds. To what End is all their Pains and La- 


bour, if they ſuffer, at the ſame Time, the com- 


mon Rapine to ſwallow them up? He that 


| had the mg 


gets much for his Children on this Plan, is not 


heaping Wealth, but Sorrow and Poverty on 
them. When a Nation is too deeply mortga- 
ged, no Man has any Eſtate but in Imaginati- 


on, and, while this is needleſly permitted, what 
mult our Poſterity ſay of either the Wiſdom or 
Honeſty of their Anceſtors ? This, Sir, will oc- 
cur more ſenſibly to your Apprehenſion, when 
it ſhall appear that ſome People are contriving 


to make Peace with France, at a Time when 


the common Enemy is in Effect ruined. This 
does not, J confeſs, at firſt Sight, ſeem quite 


_ clear to every Body; but the Reaſon is, becauſe 
they do not conſider the true State of the Caſe 


in all its Parts, and without which it is impoſ- 


| fible to give a right Judgment of our Situation. 
| You will pleaſe, Sir, therefore, to reflect, that 


the French, on the firſt ſetting out of this War, 


ly loſt to them, wiz, 
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By the Alliance of Pruſſia po, ο M 
By the late Emperot 30, % :; 
By the Elector Palatine 6, 00 
By the Prince of Heſſe 6, ooo 
By the two Sicilieeg 20, oO. 


Buy the Republick of Gena 12,00 5 
- By $pain (more than now) 50,000. 
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I do not chuſe to aggravate this Accompt, 


but as there are Eleven thoufand Heſiaus and 


Bavarians, Part of the above Troops, now in aur 
Service, which added to the Lofles that the 
French have ſuſtained in 1taly, Germany, Oc. I 
cannot think the Accompt heightened, if I fay, 
upon the Whole, that the French are weaker 
now, than at the Beginning of the War, by at 


leaſt 300,000 diſciplined Men. This, Sir, makes i 


a vaſt Alteration in the State of the War, and 
dare ſay will ſtrike you with Ideas very diſtant 

from Peace, at leaſt unleſs begged of us. I 
| know the Partiſans of France, and of Power, 
will talk of Reſources infinite which that King- 


dom can afford. This, at firſt Sight, looks || 


well, and would have ſome Truth in it too, 
were we attempting to conquer France, becauſe 
then the whole Country fights at Home, with- 
out any ſignificant Expence ; but we are to ſee 
Bow they will be able to preſerve their Con- 

queſts and their Trade, and. keep their Armies 
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on Foot abroad. This muſt be effected on a 
different Principle than the domeſtick Reſource 
common to all well: peopled Nations. A. Flow 
of Wealth, ariſing from a free and extended Com- 
merce, is efſentiall y neceſſary towards thecarrying 
on a Foreign War : For altho' there may be Mo- 
ney enough in France, as doubtleſs there is, yet, 
if that be drawn off by Force, and no Recruits 
to ſupply the common Circulation, it will be but 
a fatal Reſource; beſides that the French Subject, 
in precar ious Times, know how to ſecrete their 
Wealth as well as other People, which, for the 
preſent, is the ſame Thing as ſending it abroad. 
But we muſt not wonder that this is not undcr- 
ſtood by ſome. People, ſince they who do not 
know the State of. their own Country, are 
hardly acquainted with that of France, as ob- 
viouſly enough appears by every Step they 

take, and will be ſtill more apparent, by ſhew- 

ing you that the French have, in Effect, loſt all 
their Trade, as well as are weakned in their 
Military Power, as above. This I likeways 


. . Conceive few have conſidered comprehenſively, 


though all ſee it in Fractures ; I. therefore, for 
our Satisfaction, throw it into ſuch a Light as 
to make it appear at one View, viz. 

Loſt to the French ſince the W, ar, 


The Eaft-India Trade —= totally. 
Fiſhery — Ditto — if we pleaſe. 
Turkey — Ditto — atleaſt = the pre- 

ſent. 


E. Lyons 


3” 
| Lyons — Ditto — the Courſe into 
the Empire ſtopt. E: 


Bourdeaux—Ditto —by the War with us. 


Land-Trade by South France — by the Allies 
Army. 5 1 
The Fur Trade — totally on Canada Side. 

There remains to them at preſent, then, only 


their Trade to the Weſt-India Iſlands, and Mij- 


fiſippi, which we mult be guilty of the higheſt 
Negligence imaginable to ſuffer them to carry 
on another Summer ; and then, from whence 
will ſpring their Reſources, can any reaſonable 


Man imagine? Thus, you ſee, Sir, how Men, 


who only conſider 'I hings in Parts, are * to 
judge on publick Affairs, and brigue 

Peace, at a Time when the purſuing of a briſk 
War can only eſtabliſh us in Power, Wealth, 


Peace, and Happineſs. I need not ſet in Ba- 


lance ours with the French Trade, as loſt, be- 

cauſe you cannot help knowing of its bein 

really improved, though by the worſt Condu 
in the World we have loſt a Multitude of Ship- 
ping. But, to avoid that for the future, as well 
as to deſtroy the French Trade intirely, I ſhall 
beg Leave to obſerve to you the Means I think 
right to effectuate both. ns 
The firſt is, by Act of Parliament to make 
it Felony, either to carry Proviſions from Tres 
land, or Lumber from the Plantations,- to any 
Part of the Dommions of France. And, to 
prevent that common Trick of Ships running 
| purpolely 
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purpoſely in the Way of being taken, make it 
Felony to inſure Lumber or Proviſion-Sh ips, 
both Parties liable, but one pardoned on diſ- 


to our own Plantations to fail under ſtrong Con- 


and Privateers; whereupon the French took 


Merchants and moneyed People left off priva- 


one, and their Weſt-India Trade has roſe and 


20. F 


covering the other, and the Perſon inſuring not 
liable to pay the Damage. But Ships bound 


voys, the Owners giving ample Security for 
the Maſters obeying Orders, and not wilfully 
loſing their Convoy. _ py” 

It was obſerved, during the firſt Part of this 
War, that the Privateers took a vaſt Number 
of the Enemies Weſt-India Ships, I think there 
were 240, worth, on an Average, 5000 
L. a Ship, taken between our Men of War 


new Meaſures, and put their Trade under the 
Direction of ſtrong Convoys, making, at the 
ſame Time, the judicious Orders which I have. 
annexed by Way of Appendix, which, altho' 
before publiſhed, may not have come to the 
Knowledge of many Readers. On this the 
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teering, and laid up their Ships. We never con- 
ſidered how to counterpoiſe the Enemies good 
Conduct ; and the Conſequence has been, that 
we have not only loſt the Benefit of our Priva- 
teers, but have ſince loſt three Ships to their 


flouriſhed again. This is ſo important a Matter, 
as cannot upon this Occaſion be paſſed over 
with any Kind of Decency, ſince the quick En- 
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cannot fit out any Ships able to beat the French 


Con voys, is certain; and as they cannot get any 
ſignificant Prizes without, it follows, that they 


muſt fit out none at all. But it is poſſible 


they might conſent to do it, if right Propoſals 
were made to them, and they might, at a {mall - 


Expence to the Government, be rendred emi- 
nently uſeful, by only contracting with the Go- 


vernment to cruize on certain Stations with the 


Men of War, on being allowed Proviſions at the 


NavyExpence, two or three 60 Gun Ships, with 
three or four Privateers, making at any Time 

a ſufficient Squadron to deſtroy the French Con- 
voy. This would anſwer the Owners Purpoſe 
very well, as their Hazard would be ſmall, 
when they have neither Wages nor Proviſions 
to load the Outſet; and the Men's who ſerve, . 
as they might have a greater Allowance of Prize- 


Money, and be morally ſure of Succeſs. Nor 


is there any Objection to this but what may be 
eaſily anſwered. As to the Notion, that the 
Prixateers get the Men of Wars Men from them, 

i: is an Error, they rather make Men for them; 
and I believe it would be found, that this, or 
ſome ſimilar Encouragement, would be as much 
the Means of diſtreſſing the Enemy, or more, 
than the Allied Army in Provence, and conſe- 
quently put the Szate- of the War in the beſt 


Train 


ding of the Var mainly depended on it, and 
how to recover this falſe, or-rather negligent 
Step, is now the Queſtion. 'T hat the Merchants 
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Train imaginable, and make a better Peace than 
all the Negotiators at Breda put _—_— I could 
deliver many Schemes to this Purpoſe, either 
of which I conceive would anſwer, but chuſe 
not to digreſs ſo far from the main Intent of 
this Work; when I ſee the HELMSMEN of the 
STATE inclinable to do any Thing that is ſhin- 
ing, it will be Time enough to give them my 
beſt Aſſiſtance, otherways the publiſhing my 
Thoughts may do Harm, but can do no Good. 
When the Directors of or publick Affairs 
underſtand the Situation of the Enemy's tho- 
roughly, they are fo far in the fair Wa to 
Succeſs; they have next only to underſtand 
their own, and to have Wit enough to operate 
them to Effect. I think we have gone a good 
Way in conſidering of both, I hope we have 
made the Enemy's very clear, and it remains now: 
only to adjuſt our own, form the Parallel, and 
conclude the Subject, — _ 
The Principles I would finiſh upon are theſe: 
Tat Taxes already ſettled be fully raiſed, and 
all Impediments thereto obviated ; that new 
Ones, if neceſſary, be laid where leaſt burden- 
ſom, leaſt oppreſlive, leaſt obſtructive to Trade, 
and raiſed at the leaſt Expence. 'I hat our Va- 
val Affairs be judiciouſly attended to, and no 
Money ſquandered away on Place-Men or E— 
letions. And that, to bring all this to bear, 
| ſome Men of Spirit and Judgment riſe up and 
put the whole in Execution; the Parts of 3 8 
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is what our Enemies cannot pretend to; but if 


E 
ſelves being nothing, without a right Head to 
bring them together, and to make them act in 


due Order, with full Force and Efficacy. 


As to the firſt Principle, it is as obvious as 


Light, that Taxes can never be duly levied, 
while Thieves and Vagabonds, holding little 
Freeholds, or being Voters in pitiful Boroughs, 
are racitly permitted to obſtruct them. "That 
this is now the Caſe has been proved beyond 


all Contradiction, and, while it continues to be 


ſo, the endeavouring to raiſe the full Taxes 
vain. No well-governed Nation was ever bu/- 
lied by Smuglers before, nor did ever any Men, 
who pretended to direct publick Affairs, or to 
have a Grain of Honeſty, as we can find in 
Hiſtory, dream of obliquely encouraging ſuch: 
illicit Practices; from whence I ſhall beg Leave 
to infer, that, until their Supporters are diſem- 
powered, this monſtrous Superſtructure of con- 


feſſed Villainy muſt ſtand; we muſt be content 
with ſuch Levies as we can make, and, as to 


the reſt, like contented Cuckolds, put our Horns 
in our Pockets; not that this is the Way to 
beat France, but! is the ready Road to a ruinous 


and deſtructive Peace. However, as we hope 


that this will be immediately amended, or per- 
haps ſo far obviated, as not to put us under the 
Neceſlity of new Taxes, while, at all Events, 
the Surpluſage of thoſe actually raiſed is a ſuffi 
cient Fund for raiſing at leaſt 20,000,000. which 
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new Ones muſt be raiſed, as does not at all 


ſeem neceſſary, it is plain we can, by doubling 
the Window- Tax, and laying it equal, or by 
bringing the Land- Tax to an Equality only, 
make a Fund for twice 20, ooo, ooo. and there- 
fore no Kind of Neceſſity to burden Trade, 
which trebles the Oppreſſion on the landed In- 
tereſt, and is perhaps the leaſt expenſive in rai- 
ſing of any we have. ES, 

Fins J cannot help obſerving the Abſurdity 
of allowing a Shilling in the Pound for recery- 
ing and iſſuing the Money raiſed and brought 


into the Exchequer, while we are endeavouring 


to ſave as little, by a Means that. looks odd in 


our preſent Circumſtances ; for, as it is evident 


Money-enough isto be had, the Notion of break- 
ing his Majeſty's Guards makes it ſeem as if we 
had no Money in the Nation, and muſt look a 
little particular to our Allies, and give Spirits to 
our: Enemies, though on a falſe Foundation. 
The King of Spain is faid to have done ſome- 
thing like it, but it is preſumed for Want of 
Money. I own I don't underſtand the true 
Reaſon, unleſs it be to raiſe more uſeful Men 
inſtead of them ; but then, not only ſo many 


People will be injured, but there ſeems ſome- 


thing diſhonourable in the doing it. The Mag- 
nificence of the Crown, or, as others term it, 
the Embroidety of the State, 1s really more to 


be regarded in this Nation than Men generally 


dream of, if Popularity comes once to conceive 
3 | a mean 


I 
a mean Notion of kingly Power. Tho Lam as 
much a Commonwealth's Man as any reaſoning 
Man in the Kingdom, yet, as it is evident to 


me, that kingly Power is the only Balance that 


keeps us from Confuſion, I am perſuaded that 


external Shew is in a great Meaſure the Baſis of 
that Power, and, when removed, will be a 
great Means to make it totter, and ſhould there- 
fore conceive, that as much Money may be 
ſaved a much better Way, and without real 
Prejudice to any Body. For my Part, I fee no 
Reaſon for ſuffering 1dle patent Places to run a- 
way with ſuch a large Part of the-publick Re- 
venues, nor indeed the Senſe of having any at 


all. 


Our Naval Afairs are next in Place, the 


Care and judicious Management whereof im- 
portantly concerns us; this, with a right Man- 


ner of raiſing, and juſt Diſpoſition of the pu- 


blick Revenues, is the Foundation of all, and 
we are to be great or little, have a ruinous War, 


or a deſtructive Peace, as theſe happen to be 
D = 

Our Navy now is near equal to that of all 
Europe beſides, is at leaſt four to one againſt 
France, and muſt increaſe as her's leſſens. - Trade 


is equally the Support of both, and next good 


Management. For this laſt Year or two, I 


think, the French have done much more for the 
Protection of Trade than ours; they have loſt 
but few Ships, we a Number I am aſham- 


ed 
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be enquired into OY 
The good Condudt of the French, in givitig 
the Orders beforementioned to be in the Appen- 
dix, put an End, in Effect, to our privateeting, 
and conſequently lefſened our Ading Naval 
Power, by at leaſt one Half, while thoſe who 
directed our Naval Affairs purſued no counter 
Meaſures. The great Object before us was 
the preventing of the Duke D' Anville Fleet 
getting off to America, which was in no Senſe 
the Thing, ſince we at that Time either intend- 
ed a Deſcent on Britainy*, or we did not; 
if we did; . the carrying of the Troops and 
diſciplined Militia in that Fleet was the very 
Fhing to be wiſhed, and a very little Addition 
to our Naval Force at Cape-Breton, ſufficient to 
obviate all Attempts of the Enemy there. If 
we did not intend-a Deſcent on Britainy, ſurely 
it would have been beſt ſo to have divided our 
acting Squadrons, as have prevented at leaſt 240 
Sail of Merchant-Ships going out of the Bay of 
Biſcay, in one, Fleet, under the Convoy of 
four Men of War only. But, contrary to this, 
the Diſpoſition of our Fleet was fo very extra- 

ordihary, that ou? of the ſaid Bay, and much” 
pe oO 5 about 
The Deſcent on Britain ſeems only intended to avoid 
the Conſequences of an Expedition to North America, previ- 
oully agreed upon and not executed; becauſe, if that had been, 
done, no Peace could have been. made with France without. 

delivering it up again, which the People would never agtec 


wy 


dd to mention; where the Fault lies is next to 


about the fame Time, 5 
Duke D' Anvillè's Fleet both failed; the one by 


the North, the other by the South Confines, 
while Admiral Martin was cruizing with a ve- 
ry ſtrong Squadron juſt in the Middle, as if 


his Buſineſs was only to ſee the Enemy well 
out. When the Enemy was gone, I don't re- 
member that any Ships were — after Mr. Con- 
fans, or to ſtrengthen the Squadron at Cape- 


Breton, our Fleet being kept together for the 


Deſcent on Britainy, which, detached from o- 
ther Regards, was right enough, but, as it was 
conducted, impoſſible to operate ſignificantly; 
ſo that the whole Year no one Thing was done 
either againſt the Enemy's Trade, or on the 
Coaſt. From whence I thall beg Leave to 
conclude, without any farther Remarks on our 
Naval Conduct, that, let us blunder as much 
as we will, and act by one eternal Soleciſm, 
yet, with a very little right Conduct henceforth, 


the Power, Wealth, and Commerce of France 
mult - ceaſe for ever; and that we have and 


France has not thoſe Reſources in Store, which 
the World has been led blindly and, implicitly 
to believe, from the hermaphroditical united 
Outcry of miniſterial Agents and profeſſed Ja- 


cobites ; the one ſtimulated, I hope, by Fear 


only, the other on Principles too. evident to 


need Illuſtration. To render the Folly of the 


one, and the Wickedneſs of the other, evident, 
may not be improper, wah the State of our 


Own 
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this Convoy and the 


own Nation abbreviated, to ſhew, at the ame 
Time, that of all Europe. 
I ſhall not here engage in the common 
Diſpute, which are greateſt, the Revenues of 
the Crown of France, or of England, ſince 
an arbitrary Prince has all his Subjects Money 
he can find in his Power, while a free State 
only gives what is neceſſary. The Riches of 
Nations, as well as of private People, is TY 
beſt known by the Credit they have with o- 
thers ; it is plain, that whatever we find neceſ- 
fary 1 is not wanted, on the contrary, is readily. 
ſupplied, when wiſe Men en gage in the Means; 
and it is extremely well known, that our ſink- 
ing Fund only, without laying new 'I axes, is 
amply ſufficient to anſwer all the Emergencies: 
of the State, for at leaſt a ſeven Years War, fo: 
far as to pay the Intereſt of all Extraordinaries 
above the common Revenues ; and how much 
they are capable of being farther improved, has 
been already mentioned. I believe Nobody 
wall deny, but that our own Commerce is in a 
thriving Way, and the French on the Decline ; 
nor that it is in our Power, with very mode- 
rate Care and Skill, to entirely ruin that of 
Frauce; Which Nation, not being in any Way 
of acquiring new Revenues by farther Domt- 
nion, muſt act on its own Bottom, and, by 
loſing its Trade, ſink under the Burden of the 
War, which there is not the leaſt Appearance 
l on our Part. The Troops of our Allies are 
af 


e 
at leaſt equal to thoſe of Frgice, and at preſent 
on the gaining Side. If any new Ally ſtarts up 
for France againſt the Court of Vienna, the late 


Treaty with Ruſſia will fully. balance it; fo that 
it does not any Way appear by what Means the 


French Court can extricate themſelves out of 
their preſent Difficulties, by bringing into the 
Field, in South France, an equal Number of 
diſciplined Troops as ate already there of the 
Allies, nor find an Ally capable of doing her 
any important Service. The Event, in the 
Eye of common Senſe, is very clear. France 
mult be ſoon ruined. and exhauſted, both by: 

ea and Land, except ſhe can find Means to 
to conquer, which, at leaſt, is not very 5 
either in the Low Countries, or in South France; 
and by Seais quite ont of the Queſtion. Spain 
may be loſt to her ſoon, and then the very Ba- 

s of her Support falls of Courſe. Beſides that, 
Spain, if continuing to act on the old Plan, will 
not probably be able to do much; that King- 


dom has not an Affluence of People, nor con- 


ſequently can raiſe many Soldiers, without 
wounding her vital Part, the Labour of the 
Poor, which is the Support of all Nations. The 


Grown of Spain, notwithſtanding the Wealth 
Of the Weſt-Indies, is always neceſſitous, and 


muſt be more ſo if juſt and regular Meaſures 
are purſned, on our Part, to prevent the Re- 
turns. The Affair of the Marriage with the 
Houſe of Samony cannot at preſent be expected 
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Motions from that 55 in Favour of F. RE 
muſt hazard the Loſs of the two Siciliec. 
And Ru, ia ſeeins ſiufficiently ſecured to balance 
the Turks in caſe they ſhould attempt any Irrup- 
tion into the Empreſs s hereditary Dominions. 
As to the revolting State of Genod, tho it may 
require ſome Time to clear up, it has no very 
favourable Aſpect towards the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, but rather ſeems on the Point of } imminent 
Deſtruction. 
On our Part, while in a Alliance with the Court 

of Vienna, we certainly cannot want Men,. if 

we. have Money to pay them, and, I think, it 
is very clear we don't want chat. The Soldi- 
ers, on our Part, and, for ought I can ſee, the 
Generals too, arc fall as good as the French ; 

our Succeſs on, the Side of Provence, proba 
bly, a Balance ſor the Loſs of the Low Coun- 
tries. The King of Sardinia J conceive in- 
tereſted beyond the Hazard of loſing him; and, 
as far as human e can be oppoſed to 


extend, no Danger of ys being diſturbed 
by the Power of the 29 Sicilies ; and there is 


the beſt Appearance that our Army in the Low 
Countries, this Year, will be at leaſt a Match for 
the F, ench. It remains then that we only con- 
ſider a little farther the State of naval Affairs, as 

to the military Part, where there ſeems no Ap- 
pearance of any important Oppoſition, as We 
can calculate them. to a grenrey . than 
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its not acting againſt us, and J believe are equal- 
ly ſafe as to the Northern Powers in gene- 


rul; therefore have only to compute the Force 
of Spain and France. Spain not being a Nati- 


on in general Trade, raiſes no more Seamen 


than ſhe can conveniently employ to her own 


Colonies; if ſhe employs them in the naval 


Service, then the Trade muſt ſuffer, and con- 


ſequently the Money Channels be dammed up. 
If in the Trade, then the Navy can't be ſup- 
ported; for it is not with Spain as with the 


maritime Powers, or, indeed, with France, chat 


many Men may be draughted off, and yet the 


Trade carried on; Spain not having Seamen e- 


nough in its whole Trade to man a Navy, 


much leſs to do it, as we can, with a third or 
fourth Man. The Reaſon why France can't 
keep up a Navy of any Conſideration for a long 


Time, differs eſſentially from the other. "The 
great Expence the French Court is at in train- 
ing and ſupporcing a numerous Land Army, a 
multitude of Forts and Garifons, beſides what 


| is expended in common With us, ren ders ; t im- 
practicable. Her Expences in the Land-Ser- 


vice in Peace being near equal to ours in War, 


L notwichſtanding the foreign Troops we ſupport, 


and the Alliance we engage in; ſo that, if both 


France and pain together could ſupport fifty 


Ships, 


we can by Land, becauſe we are better aſſur- 
ed of our Intereſt. If Fhlland does not publick- 
| ly declare againſt France, we are very ſure of 
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Ships, from forty Guns and upwards, which I 
think is the utmoſt, they could not, one Time 

with another, have above thirty-at Sea, whieh 

maſt either be kept together or diſtributed. If 

kept together, the Operations againſt them are 

the more caſy, becauſe only dependent on a 
ſingle Point; if diſtributed, then ſome Judg- 
ment and Addreſs is neceſſary in procuring of 
Intelligence and ſtationing of our own, which, 

as WC can ſpare and ſupport at leaſt double the 
Number conſtantly, will only want Penetrati- 
on to employ accordingly © «Ph 

I muſt confeſs I ſee our Advantages in a 

much higher Light, if good Counſels be pur- 
ſued ; and, in Hopes that they will be ſo, ſhall. 
beg Leave to conclude theſe my Remarks. 
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The French King's Regulation of Convoys for the | 
Lands belonging to the French in America, da- 
„fed May 14. 1745. | EE 


H ES Maxeſty, having reſolved to fit out Men 
1 of War to convoy Merchantmen deſign- 
ed fox the Trade of the Iſlands belonging to the 
French m America, and being deſirous to ſecure 
the Succeſs of the faid Conyoys, as well on the 
Part of the Captains of ſuch Merchantmen, wha 
" Re _ 
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ſhall be ready to tale the Advatinage of them, as 

on that of the Officers to whom his Majefty ſhall 
truſt the Command of the Convoy, Path and 
hereby doth order as follows, vie 
Article I. The Captains and Maſters of Mer- 
chantmen that ſhall be fitted oiſt for the Iſlands 
belonging to the French in America, and for 


whom Convoy ſhall be pr rovided, ſhall be o- “ 


bligedforendezyousinthePlace aj ointed them 
by virtue of the Orders given by his Majeſty, 
and at the Time prefixed them, for taking 
the Ad vantage of the ſaid Convoys to the Pla- 
Ces to which they are bound. 
II. They thall alſo be obliged, TEM they 
* the fans, to rendezvous in'the Ports and 
Roads preſcribed, according'to the Orders that 
ſhall be iſſued forth, for that Purpoſt, by the Go» 
vernors, Lieutenants-General of his Mae eſty fot 
the ſaid Iſlands, .in conſequence of thoſe which 
his Majeſty ſhall give them; as well for the Ren- 
dezvous from whence the Convoys are to de- 
part, as for the Cautions to be taken to ſecure the 
Paſſage of che Ships, from the Ports and Roads 


— they have been Trading, to the Port of | 


| Rendezvous. 


III. His Majeſty expreſly prohibits and for- 
bids the ſaid Captains and Maſters of Ships to 
depart without Convoy, whether it be from 
Ports in France, for which Convoys. ſhall be 
appointed, or from Ports in the faid I{lands, un- 
der the Penalty gf forfeiting 300 Livres, ave to 

er ve 
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ler ve one Year in the | 

tor, without Wages, - on Board his Majeſty's. 
Ships. Nevertheleſs it is hereby underſtood, 
that ſuch Ships which by ſome unavoidable 
Accident were prevented joining the Convoy 


þ. 
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Quality of a private Sal- 


before its Departure, or that, having departed 
with the Convoy, ſhall be obliged to put back, 
in ſuch Caſe they may, within the Space of one 
Month after the Departure of the Convoy; pro- 
ceed on their intended Voyage, without wait- 


ing for a ſucceeding Conyoy ; and for thisPut= 
poſe they muſt obtain Certificates, juſtifying the 


lawful Reaſons of their Stay, which muſt be 


| procured in the following Manner; viz. The 


Captains of Ships, who deſire thus to depart 


from Ports in France, muſt apply to the Direc- 
tors of the Chambers of Commerce, or to the 
| Chiefs of the Conſular Juriſdiction, examined 


by the Commiſſaries of the Marine at the faid 
Ports; and thoſe Captains who ſhall depart 
from America, ſhall apply to the commanding; 
Officer, and the Commiſſary of the Marine, or 


do the Officer appointed to execute that Func- 


tion in the Port from whence he departs. 


IV. It is alſo prohibited and forbid, that if a- 
ny Captain or Maſter, voluntarily, or without 


being neceſſitated ſo to do, leave the Convoy, 


the Penalty ſhall be 1000 Livres, one Year's 19+ 


priſonment, and to be incapacitated ever to com- 


mand a Ship at Sea. It ſhall be permitted to ſuch 


who are aceuſedoſthis Miſdemeanour, to defend 
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thethfelyes by producing their Ship-Journal, ver- 
pal Proceſs drawn up by the Help of their Offi- 
cers, and the Declarations of their oF p's Crew, of 
the Cauſe of their Separation. 


V. Its his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that in caſe the 


faid Captains and Maſters ſhall depart without 
Convay, or willingly ſeparate from the Fleet, by 
Order of the Owners of the Ships, ſuch Owners 


ſhall be condemned, in their own and particular 


Name, to forfeit 10, ooo Livres, beſides the Pe- 
nalties mentioned in the two foregoing Articles 
againſt the ſaid Maſters and Captains. 

VI. His Majeſty enjoins the commanding Of- 
ficers of the ſaid Conyoys, to uſe their utmoſt 
Care for the Security of the Fleet; to accompa- 
ny them, and keep them under their Flag. His 


Majeſty expreſly prohibits and forbids them to a- 


bandon the Ships under their Care, through any 
Pretence or Occaſion whatſoever, under Pain 
ol being broke, or more conſiderable Puniſhment, 
according to what the Exigence of the Caſe may 
require. Be it however underſtood, that in cafe 


of an unavoidable Separation, the ſaid Officers .0 


{hall do all that is in their Power to collect the 
Convoy again; and, when itſhall ſo happen that 


they arrive in Port without the ſaid Ships, they 


ſhall deliver an Abſtract of their Journal to the 
Comptroller of the Port where they arrive, which 
ſhall be examined þy the commanding Officers 
of the ſaid Port, aſſiſted by ſuch Officers as his 


Majeſty ſhall think fit to nominate for that Pur- 


poſe ö 


poſe; to the End that his Majeſty may judgi 
br the era trend, ofthe Reaſon of tow | 
Separation, and give ſuch Orders as he ſhall think 
fit; for which Reaſon the Officers ſhall be obli- 
ged to keep an exact Journal of their Naviga- 
tion, or be liable to be called to Account. 
VII. For the better Execution of the above 
Orders, the ſaid Officers ſhall give to the ſaid 
Captains and Maſters Signals for the Voyage, 
to which Signals the ſaid Captains and Maſters 
ſhall be obliged to conform; thoſe who. do nat 
ſhall undergo the Penalty of ſerving one Year as 
a private Sailor, without Wages, in his Majeſty's | 


S | | 75 

: 2 Majeſty orders and commands the Duke 
de Penthievre Admiral of France, the Vice-Ad- 
miral, Licutenants-General, Intendants, Com- 
modores, Captains of Ships, Commiſſaries, and 
other Officers of the Marine ; alſo Governors, 
his Lieutenants-General in the Colonies, Inten- 
dants, particular Governors, and other Officers 
to whom this may appertain, to ſee that theſe 
Orders be executed; and they ſhall be publiſh- 
I. cd and regiſtered wherever needful, that none 

| may pretend to be ignorant thereof. 


i Done at the Camp before Tournay, the 14th 
j Doyer Mor 1745, , i 49 
Signed, LOUIS. 
And underneath, PHILIPEAUX. 
The 
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Admtr vt Frans, 


Fving reviſed the King's Orders on the 
other Part, with Command to put the 
fame in Execution, we order the Vice- Admirals, 
Lieutenants-General, Commodores, Captains 
of Ships, Commiſſaries, and other Officers to 
who it may belong, likeways the Officers of 
the Admiralty, to put them in Execution ac- 

2 to their Form and Tenor; alſo to pubs 

If inrol them wherever it may jbeneceſfry 
and in the uſual Form. | 

Done at the Camp before Tournay, the * 


of May 174g: 


| Signed, L. J. M. de Bourbory | 
5 And lower, By tis Serene Highneſs, Py... 

5 3 Signed, ROMIEU. * 8 

| . Collated with the Original byus, | 

' FartheKibg, Eſcuyer Counſeiller Secretary tu 


F *T- - the King 5 Houſhold, Crown of 
; | SM France, and | 


1 1 1 


